
ART LAB AT HOME!
TARA DONOVAN SCULPTURES

AGES  
5+

YOU WILL NEED EVERYDAY OBJECTS IN MULTIPLES. 
SOME IDEAS:  



Inspired by Tara Donovan’s sculpture Nebulous made with Scotch tape, we invite you to play with everyday 
materials which are often found at home and not typically thought of as art supplies. By sticking, stacking, 
clipping, and positioning mundane objects in new ways, we can transform objects into exciting and  
unexpected sculptures. Experiment with building temporary sculptures using loops of tape, binder clips, 
or whatever else you have access to and have permission to use for artmaking. Be creative and share 
with the world what you make!

This activity is adaptable for beginners to experts, ideally ages 5 and up. Younger artists may need help 
making tape loops. Great for individuals, groups, and families to work on together at home. 

Tape HardwareToilet Paper  
Cardboard Insert

Rubber 
Bands 

Pencil
(optional)

Scissors
(optional)

Binder Clips



2 
MAKE TAPE LOOPS. Tear roughly a 2” long 

piece of tape. Bring the short ends of the 
tape towards each other with the sticky side 

facing out to create a loop. Stand your loop up 
on your work surface. (You may want to use 

scissors to cut lengths of tape.)

1 
FIND A FLAT SURFACE TO WORK  

ON TOP OF.

1 
CLIP ONE BINDER CLIP ONTO  

ONE SILVER WING OF ANOTHER  
BINDER CLIP.

2 
CONTINUE THE PATTERN UNTIL  

A SEMI-CIRCLE STARTS TO FORM, THEN 
COMPLETE THE CIRCLE.

3 
EXPLORE NEW PATTERNS  

AND SHAPES THAT CAN BE  
MADE BY CONNECTING BINDER  

CLIPS TOGETHER. 

4 
TAKE PHOTOS OR MAKE DRAWINGS OF 

YOUR SCULPTURES.  
Then take them apart and make new ones!

3 
KEEP LOOPING! Continue making loops and 
sticking them to each other to create a bee-

hive type formation. Experiment with the size 
of your loops, how you connect loops to each 

other, and where you place loops.

4 
KEEP IT GROWING!  

Ideas for furthering experimentation: 
– Invite others in your household to add loops  

to your sculpture. 
– Come back to your sculpture tomorrow, add 

more loops each day.
– Hold your sculpture up to a light to play  

with shadows.
– Explore how the sculpture looks in different  
environments, on the table, against a sunny  

window, outside…
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 Check out the video demo for tips  
and a cat cameo!

Check out the video demo for tips  
and a cat cameo!

Looking at other sculptures made by Tara 
Donovan, think about other materials you 
have access to and can experiment with in 
your sculpture making. Untitled (Rubber 
Bands) is a print made with hundreds of 
arranged rubber bands. Untitled (Plastic 
Cups) is made with thousands of stacked 
plastic cups. Untitled (Pins) is a cube made 
with thousands of entangled straight pins.

SHARE YOUR FAVORITE 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA WITH 
#ICAARTLAB
WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE WHAT 
YOU CREATE FROM HOME! 


