
Drawing tools Coloring toolsScissors Paper to draw onCardboard  
(old cereal boxes, folders, 
boxes, thick paper, etc.)

Tape  
(optional)

Ruler  
(optional)

Objects to trace 
(optional)

ART LAB AT HOME!
STENCILING DESIGNS
Inspired by Shepard Fairey’s artworks, like the four pictured below, create your own stencils with everyday materials found  
at home. Fairey sometimes uses stencils in his work, particularly in his street art. Once a stencil of an image is made, you can easily  
reproduce that image many times. By cutting, overlapping, and positioning stencils in new ways, we can create exciting artwork.  
Experiment with different shapes and patterns. Be creative and share what you make with the world!
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1. DRAW OR TRACE YOUR SHAPES  
AND DESIGNS ON YOUR CARDBOARD.

The bigger they are the easier they will be to cut.  
Think about shapes and designs and how they can be  

used to communicate ideas.

3. TRACE YOUR STENCILS ON PAPER.
You can tape down your stencils to keep them from 

moving while you trace. Try overlapping different 
shapes and designs.

4. ADD COLOR.
Outline and fill in the shapes and designs you traced. 

Pro Tip!  
You can save and reuse your stencils for future projects!

 2. CAREFULLY CUT OUT YOUR STENCILS.
You can use both pieces as stencils. Try cutting your stencils in one cut. 

Move your cardboard as you cut along your shape until you are back  
where you made the first cut. You can place some tape along your  

initial cut to keep it intact as you trace.
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SHARE YOUR FAVORITE ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
WITH #ICAARTLAB OR EMAIL FAMILYPROGRAMS@ICABOSTON.ORG 



Image Credits: All works by Shepard Fairey. Screenprint, 24 × 18 inches (61 × 45.7 cm). Acquired through the generosity of Beth and Anthony Terrana, Sandra and Gerald S. Fineberg, Fotene Demoulas, 
and the artist. Courtesy the artist and OBEY Giant Art. © Shepard Fairey
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